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Queens Democrats in 3-for-all for district seat 

Grace Meng, Liz Crowley and Rory Lancman all gunning for Congress

By Celeste Katz, Alison Gendar AND Lisa L. Colangelo 

Monday, March 19, 2012, 10:45 PM

QUEENS DEMOCRATS are rallying behind a state assemblywoman’s hopes of becoming New York’s first Asian-American member of Congress — but the stage is set for a tough, three-way primary.

Grace Meng of Flushing got the county party’s nod in her bid to win a newly created congressional district in Queens, but two other hopefuls — City Councilwoman Liz Crowley and Assemblyman Rory Lancman — have vowed to press on.

“I will work hard, very hard, to make sure we win and make our county very proud,” Meng said at a Monday morning gathering at Queens Democratic headquarters in Forest Hills.

The race became wide open when veteran Democratic Rep. Gary Ackerman, whose Queens and Long Island district was eliminated in a federal magistrate’s redistricting plan, said last week he would not try for the seat.

On Monday, a panel of three federal judges signed off on the new congressional lines drawn by federal Magistrate Roanne Mann. Candidate petitioning begins Tuesday.

The county’s support for Meng is in part a nod to the demographics of the newly outlined Sixth Congressional District, which has one of the highest Asian-American populations of any congressional district in the nation.

More than 37% of the redrawn district’s residents are of Asian descent, like Meng, a Chinese-American lawyer and mother of two.

Lancman announced last week he would not pursue the seat to avoid having a primary with Ackerman — only to have the congressional stalwart break the news two hours later that he would be retiring. When the dust settled, Lancman jumped back into the race.

He dismissed buzz that he and Crowley were somehow horning in on heavily Asian political turf.

“The demographics of the district are equally white and Asian, and the person who wins the primary will be the person who is able to communicate beyond their ethnic community, to build coalitions,” Lancman said.

He and others noted that the new district is hardly an ethnic monolith: It has large Chinese- and Korean-American populations, but also includes parts that are heavily populated with voters of Jewish and Southeast Asian heritage.

Crowley was in the rather awkward position of seeking support from a county organization headed by her cousin, Rep. Joseph Crowley.

The councilwoman said she was disappointed not to get the county’s support, but described herself as a “uniquely qualified” candidate who would run a “clean” primary that wouldn’t rend the fabric of the party.

For his part, Rep. Crowley was doing his best to get Queens Democrats to unite behind Meng’s candidacy.

“Grace is the best person to represent this district,” he insisted.
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